THORNHILL BASEBALL CLUB

GAME CANCELLATION AND RAINOUT POLICY

UMPIRING COMMITTEE
Umpire Administrator:

Shawn Swartz
· Shawn’s contact information is as follows:

Email:
shawn.swartz08@gmail.com
Phone:
416-729-8374
Umpire-in-Chief:


Jeff Swartz
· Jeff’s contact information is as follows: 

E-mail:
vprepbaseball@gmail.com
Phone:
416-420-2598
Jeff will be performing Umpire evaluations throughout the course of the season and will make decisions with respect to playoff and Championship Day assignments based upon performance, where and when applicable.

COACHES’/MANAGERS’ RESPONSIBILITIES

To Cancel Games:
· To cancel a game, coaches must contact Shawn Swartz by calling: 416-729-8374
· Also, coaches must attempt to contact Jeff Swartz if they do not make contact with Shawn. He can be reached at: 416-420-2598
· If Shawn and/or Jeff are not available, please make sure to leave messages. Include the field, time and division of the game that is being canceled.
· You can also email the information to Shawn & Jeff at shawn.swartz08@gmail.com and vprepbaseball@gmail.com
Please note: Shawn and Jeff will be unavailable from July 14th to the 22nd. If you need to cancel a game during that time, contact Cory Brock at: 

Phone: 
647-296-6795
Email: 
cory1221@gmail.com
For Reasons Other than Weather 

· While it is preferred that coaches report game cancellations for reasons other than those related to weather at least 90 minutes before a scheduled game in order to provide enough opportunity for Shawn to contact the assigned umpires and to ensure they haven’t left for their assignment, Shawn will accept calls up to, but no later than, one hour before the scheduled game time.  

(If this is not done, and umpires leave for their assignment, the Club is obliged to pay them.  These payments place a burden on the Club’s budget especially when the game gets re-scheduled and umpires have to be paid again for the same game).  

· Should coaches call to cancel a game with less than an hour before game time, Shawn will attempt to reach the umpires in the hope that they haven’t left for their game.  However, if one or both of them have left, the Club will be forced to pay any umpire who has left for his/her assignment.

· If the Club pays umpires for a game that is not played because coaches failed to report the cancellation at least one hour prior to game time, the Club reserves the right to not allow the teams involved to re-schedule the cancelled game. 
Rainouts

· In situations where it has been raining or threatening to rain during the day of a game, the coach and/or an assistant coach, and or a designated parent from the home team should visit the park at least 60 to 90 minutes prior to game time to ascertain if, in fact it is raining and/or if the field is in a playable condition (e.g. no puddles on the infield; are the areas where pitchers and batters will be standing too muddy; etc.).  The coach, assistant coach, or parent should report their findings as quickly as possible to Shawn and the rest of the team along with their decision as to whether or not the game will be cancelled due to weather and/or bad field conditions.  
This should provide enough opportunity for Shawn to contact the assigned umpires and to ensure they haven’t left for their assignment.  Shawn will accept calls up to, but no later than, one hour before the scheduled game time.  

(If this is not done, and umpires leave for their assignment, the Club is obliged to pay them.  These payments place a burden on the Club’s budget especially when the game gets re-scheduled and umpires have to be paid again for the same game, as stated before) 

· Should coaches, assistant coaches or the designated parent call to cancel a game with less than an hour before game time, Shawn will attempt to reach the umpires in the hope that they haven’t left for their game.  However, if one or both of them have left, the Club will be forced to pay any umpire who has left for his/her assignment.
· In situations where the teams and umpires are at the field and the weather changes such that the game must be cancelled within the one-hour time limit, it is the Home Team’s coach that makes this decision up to the time the umpires declare, “play ball”.  Once play begins, the umpires are in control of the game and only the Plate Umpire has the right to suspend play, or cancel or postpone a game.
· Lightening: When lightening is seen by players, coaches or umpires (note: this does not include parents), play must immediately come to a stop.  Field and bench areas must be cleared.  Play cannot resume until there has been 30 consecutive minutes where lightening has not been seen.

· All games cancelled to rain, bad field conditions or threatening weather will be re-scheduled whether the umpires were contacted prior to leaving for their assignments or not.

· It is imperative that all coaches know and share all of their contact information so that they can call one another to communicate about concerns, rainouts, decisions, etc.

· COACHES ARE REMINDED THAT A MINIMUM OF 48 HOURS IS REQUIRED TO RE-SCHEDULE CANCELLED OR RAINED OUT GAMES.  WHILE REQUESTS FOR RE-SCHEDULING IN A SHORTER TIME FRAME WILL NOT BE GUARANTEED, SHAWN WILL DO HIS BEST TO ACCOMMODATE THE REQUEST.
UMPIRES’ RESPONSIBILITIES

· Upon getting notification of a game being cancelled or rained out, Shawn will either immediately post updates on the umpire website or call the umpires affected by the cancellation/rainout or both.

www.thornhillbaseball.net/umpires_main.php
· Umpires are expected to be at their assigned games one-half hour (30 minutes) prior to game time and to be dressed and on the field 10 minutes before game time.

· If umpires have not received a phone call from Aubrey before leaving for their assigned game, it is a mandatory requirement that they check the umpire website 45 minutes prior to game time to ensure their game is still on.  This should still allow enough time for umpires to be at their assigned location no later than 30 minutes prior to game time.

· If umpires are still unsure as to whether or not they are umpiring as scheduled, they are to report to the ballpark ready to work.
